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into Residency Program in the Gulf South 

Xavier University of Louisiana Announces 5th Annual Recipient 
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became interested in medicine after witnessing the effect of high rates of diseases in Louisiana 
and the lack of access to health resources for people in his personal life. 

“I have seen several family members suffer from illnesses like kidney disease, cancer, and 
cardiovascular disease, and that often gave me a feeling of hopelessness,” said Smith. “These 
were a few factors that motivated me to consider the field of medicine. I wanted to be a catalyst 
for change for not only my family
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provided Xavier students (3,419 students) an unbeatable combination of traditional classroom 
study, hands-on research, service-learning opportunities and life experiences. Xavier students 
collaborate with world-renowned faculty, who are experts in their fields, to produce award-
winning research and notable work. The winning Xavier formula provides students with a well-
balanced curriculum and an environment that nurtures their intellect and feeds their souls, 
thereby facilitating a more just and humane society for all. For more information about Xavier 
University of Louisiana, visit us online at www.xula.edu or contact Regi Reyes at (504) 520-
5240 or rreyes@xula.edu. 

 

About Ochsner Health  

Ochsner Health is an integrated healthcare system with a mission to Serve, Heal, Lead, 

Educate and Innovate. Celebrating more than 80 years of service, it leads nationally in cancer 

care, cardiology, neurosciences, liver and kidney transplants and pediatrics, among other areas. 

Ochsner is consistently named both the top hospital and top children’s hospital in Louisiana by 

U.S. News & World Report. The not-for-profit organization is inspiring healthier lives and 

stronger communities through its Healthy State by 2030 initiative, a bold and collaborative plan 

to realize a healthier Louisiana. Its focus is on preventing diseases and providing patient-

centered care that is accessible, affordable, convenient and effective. Ochsner Health pioneers 

new treatments, deploys emerging technologies and performs groundbreaking research, 

including 4,000 patients enrolled in 685 clinical studies in 2022. It has more than 37,000 

employees and over 4,700 employed and affiliated physicians in over 90 medical specialties 

and subspecialties. It operates 46 hospitals and more than 370 health and urgent care centers 

across Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Gulf South; and its cutting-
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