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C. Francis award for service. He is also the recipient of Xavier's 2021 Excellence in Physics
Education Award from the American Physical Society.

“l am honored for the opportunity to lead the College of Arts and Sciences into the future,” said
Dean Sunda-Meya. “The work our faculty, staff, and students do to promote a more just and
humane society and to develop change makers is critically important to the lives of all
Louisianians and our entire global society. | am optimistic about the future because of the
amazing teaching and research we do in the College of Arts and Sciences. I'm also grateful for
Provost McCall and President Verret for their trust and support.”
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About Xavier University of Louisiana

Xavier University of Louisiana, America’s only historically Black and Catholic University, is
ranked among the top three HBCUs (historically Black colleges and universities) in the nation.
Recognized as a national leader in STEM and health sciences, Xavier produces more African
American students who graduate from medical schools each year than any other university in
the United States. Additionally, Xavier's College of Pharmacy is also among the top producers
of African American pharmacists in the country.

Established in 1925, by Saint Katharine Drexel and the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament as a
place for African American and Native Americans to receive quality education, Xavier has since



expanded its programs in art, business, education, biological sciences, chemistry, pharmacy
and political science. More recent additions in robotics, bioinformatics, engineering, data
science, neuroscience and genetics, in addition to new STEM-based master’s programs, have
provided Xavier students (2815 undergraduates and 787 graduates) an unbeatable combination
of traditional classroom study, hands-on research, service-learning opportunities and life
experiences. Xavier students collaborate with world-renowned faculty, who are experts in their
fields, to produce award-winning research and notable work. The winning Xavier formula is to



