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Learn about African American Tea Culture at the Parkway Central Branch of the Free Library of 

Philadelphia with 

mailto:�ؾ���News@�ؾ���.edu
https://xula.zoom.us/j/91598159327


“The root of the word ‘curate’ is to care for, or cure,” says Suzanna Urminska, curator of exhibitions at the Free 

Library of Philadelphia, “so we are deeply honored to welcome Dr. Spencer as a guest curator with her exhibit 

that engages our patrons through the legacies and futures of restorative cultural practices.” 

“The African American culture has deep roots in healing medicines. What is fascinating and informative is this 

marriage of what was once thought of as strictly European interaction- ‘High Tea-’ we now see was used to 

organize and create social change,” shared K. Michelle Watson, library supervisor 1, Central Senior Services at the 

Parkway Central Library. “Dr. Rolanda Spencer’s book should be read and on our bookshelves as another example 

of history once lost but now found.” 

The Parkway Central branch library, known for its grand architecture and extensive collections, is an ideal venue 

to celebrate and explore African American heritage. The lead architect, Julian Abele, was the first African 

American to graduate from the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Architecture. Hosting the “Black Tea 

Rhapsody” exhibition in such a prominent public space underscores the cultural significance of African American 

tea traditions and offers visitors an opportunity to connect with this rich legacy. 

Join this enlightening exhibition and panel discussion to gain a deeper appreciation of the history and ongoing 
importance of tea in African American communities. 
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