Sr. Jamie Phelps, O.P., Ph. D., is one of the most signi cant shapers of and
contributors to Black Catholic  eology. A charter member of two seminal
organizations for the eld, the Institute for Black Catholic Studies (IBCS)
and the Black Catholic  eological Symposium (BCTYS), her tenacity and
passion helped pave the way for Black Catholic studies.

At the IBCS, she served as Director and as Katherine Drexel Professor
of Systematic  eology for eight years. A er the rst two meetings of
the BCTS in 1978 and 1980, the organization became inactive for more
than a decade. It was Sr. Jamie, along with Dr. Shawn Copeland, who
reinvigorated it in 1991, serving as convenor and associate convenor,
respectively, for the next decade. Sr. Jamie’s work with the IBCS and the



